
Footprints of a Philosopher-Theologian Mystic
Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CmiFrancis Vineeth Vadakethala Cmi

Footprints of a Philosopher-Theologian Mystic

¥ÈáÍÕßçAIßÕK Õß×ÎµøÎÞÏ ¥ÕØíÅµæ{ ÎùÕßÏáæ¿ 
ÕÞÄßÜßÈMáù¢ ÎùºîáæÕAáÕÞX ÕßÈàÄºîÈí ²øá Õß×ÎÕá¢ 
©IÞÏßøáKßÜï.

®LáæµÞIá¢ ÈNáæ¿ µÞÜ¸GJßæa ²øÞÕÖcÎÞÏß 
øáKá ÕßÈàÄºîX. Äæa µ¿Îµæ{ ÕßÈàÄÎÞÏß ÈßVÕî 

Ùßºî ÈßVNÜÈÞÏ ÕßÈàÄºîX, Äæa çÉøßæa µÞøÃ 
ÍâÄÈÞÏ ÕßÖái dËÞXØàTí ¥TàØßæÏçMÞæÜ ºßøµÞÜ¢ 
ÈNáæ¿ ©UßW ÈßùEí ¼àÕßAá¢. ¥çgÙ¢ ®Ká¢ µâæ¿ 
æµÞIáÈ¿K ¥NæÏ ÉáØí ÄµÄÞ{áµ{ßÜâæ¿ ÈÎáAí 
ÄKáæµÞIÞÃí ¥çgÙ¢ µ¿KáçÉÞÏÄí. ¥çgÙJßæa 
ÎÈØíÎßÄ¢ ÈN{ßÜâæ¿ Äá¿øæG.

If a teacher can instil in a stu-
dent a thought or an insight, 
which is like a spark that 

will get ignited in the course 
of time, he/she is a trailblazer 
for a generation. The concepts 
of Dasein and Panchakoshas, 

which have created sparks in me from the course of Fr. 
Francis Vineeth, continue to make me search for the 
meaning of Sein in relation to the earth and heaven and 
to continue striving for an inward journey to the Anan-
damayakosa. I can still recollect an idea that impacted 
me from his class: Dasein gets meaningful existence 
only in relation to the other and the Other. This idea, 
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which has remained with me ever since 1984, has made 
me look for its biblical equivalents. Now I know that 
the basic idea of biblical covenant is relationality.

His classes on Metaphysics helped me not to stop 
at the phenomena and to ponder over the thought be-
hind the phenomena, which is the Divine.

The importance of integration of various streams of 
thoughts, an idea which was powerfully and convinc-
ingly communicated in his classes helped me to search 
for a middle path, avoiding extremes, as I believe that 
any avouchment to one extreme would make us intol-
erant to others and may make us one-sided in our per-
spectives.
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